
 
 

American Library Association Library Bill of Rights 
(latest version) 

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, and 

that the following basic policies should guide their services. 

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and 

enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be 

excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation. 

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current 

and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or 

doctrinal disapproval. 

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide 

information and enlightenment. 

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting 

abridgement of free expression and free access to ideas. 

V. A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, 

background, or views. 

VI. Libraries that make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve 

should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or 

affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use. 

Adopted June 19, 1939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; February 2, 

1961; June 27, 1967; January 23, 1980; inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 23, 1996. 

 

Challenged Materials 

An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights 
The American Library Association declares as a matter of firm principle that it is the responsibility of 

every library to have a clearly defined materials selection policy in written form which reflects the 

Library Bill of Rights, and which is approved by the appropriate governing authority. 

Challenged materials which meet the criteria for selection in the materials selection policy of the 

library should not be removed under any legal or extra-legal pressure. The Library Bill of Rights 

states in Article 1 that “Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, background, or views 

of those contributing to their creation,” and in Article 2 that “Materials should not be proscribed or 

removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.” Freedom of expression is often separated 

from unprotected expression only by a dim and uncertain line. The Constitution requires a procedure 

designed to focus searchingly on challenged expression before it can be suppressed. An adversary 

hearing is a part of this procedure. 

Therefore, any attempt, be it legal or extra-legal, to regulate or suppress materials in libraries must be 

closely scrutinized to the end that protected expression is not abridged. 

Adopted June 25, 1971; amended July 1, 1981; amended January 10, 1990 by the ALA Council. 

Adopted by the Arrowhead Library System Governing Board February 9, 1995. 

Adopted by the Cloquet Public Library Board May 25, 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Expurgation of Library Materials 

An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights 
Expurgating library materials is a violation of the Library Bill of Rights. Expurgation as defined by 

this interpretation includes any deletion, excision, alteration, editing, or obliteration of any part(s) of 

books or other library resources by the library, its agent, or its parent institution (if any). By such 

expurgation, the library is in effect denying access to the complete work and the entire spectrum of 

ideas that the work intended to express. Such action stands in violation of Articles 1, 2, and 3 of the 

Library Bill of Rights, which state that “Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, 

background, or views of those contributing to their creation,” that “Materials should not be 

proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval,” and that “Libraries should 

challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide information and 

enlightenment.” 

 

The act of expurgation has serious implications. It involves a determination that it is necessary to 

restrict access to the complete work. This is censorship. When a work is expurgated, under the 

assumption that certain portions of that work would be harmful to minors, the situation is no less 

serious. 

 

Expurgation of any books or other library resources imposes a restriction, without regard to the rights 

and desires of all library users, by limiting access to ideas and information. 

Further, expurgation without written permission from the holder of the copyright on the material may 

violate the copyright provisions of the United States Code. 

Adopted February 2, 1973; amended July 1, 1981; amended January 10, 1990, by the ALA Council. 

Adopted by the Arrowhead Library System Governing Board, February 9, 1995. 

Adopted by the Cloquet Public Library Board, May 25, 1995. 

 

Diversity in Collection Development 

An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights 
Throughout history, the focus of censorship has fluctuated from generation to generation. Books and 

other materials have not been selected or have been removed from library collections for many 

reasons, among which are prejudicial language and ideas, political content, economic theory, social 

philosophies, religious beliefs, sexual forms of expression, and other topics of a potentially 

controversial nature. 

 

Some examples of censorship may include removing or not selecting materials because they are 

considered by some as racist or sexist; not purchasing conservative religious materials; not selecting 

materials about or by minorities because it is thought these groups or interests are not represented in 

a community; or not providing information on or materials from non-mainstream political entities. 

Librarians may seek to increase user awareness of materials on various social concerns by many 

means, including, but not limited to, issuing bibliographies and presenting exhibits or programs. 

 

Librarians have a professional responsibility to be inclusive, not exclusive, in collection development 

and in the provision of interlibrary loan. Access to all materials legally obtainable should be assured 

to the user, and policies should not unjustly exclude materials even if they are offensive to the 

librarian or the user. Collection development should reflect the philosophy inherent in Article II of 

the Library Bill of Rights: “Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points 

of view on current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of 

partisan or doctrinal disapproval.” A balanced collection reflects a diversity of materials, not an 



equality of numbers. Collection development responsibilities include selecting materials in the 

languages in common use in the community which the library serves. Collection development and 

the selection of materials should be done according to professional standards and established 

selection and review procedures. 

 

There are many complex facets to any issue, and variations of context in which issues may be 

expressed, discussed, or interpreted. Librarians have a professional responsibility to be fair, just, and 

equitable and to give all library users equal protection in guarding against violation of the library 

patron’s right to read, view, or listen to materials and resources protected by the First Amendment, 

no matter what the viewpoint of the author, creator, or selector. Librarians have an obligation to 

protect library collections from removal of materials on all subjects that meet, as closely as possible, 

the needs and interests of all persons in the community which the library serves. This includes 

materials that reflect political, economic, religious, social, minority, and sexual issues. 

 

Intellectual freedom, the essence of equitable library services, provides for free access to all 

expressions of ideas through which any and all sides of a question, cause or movement may be 

explored. Toleration is meaningless without tolerance for what some may consider detestable. 

Librarians cannot justly permit their own preferences to limit their degree of toleration in collection 

development, because freedom is indivisible. 
Adopted July 14, 1982; amended January 10, 1990, by the ALA Council. 

Adopted by the Arrowhead Library System Governing Board, February 9, 1995. 

Adopted by the Cloquet Public Library Board, May 25, 1995. 


