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History of Arrowhead Library 
System “50 years”  

Info Submitted by MaryLei Barclay from Personnel Handbook 

The Arrowhead Library 
System traces its roots to 
the Arrowhead Area Li-

brary 
Study 

Commit-
tee 
formed 

in 1964. This group, which 
involved 61 people over a 
two year period, was di-
rectly responsible for the 
formation of the System in 
1965. Carlton, Koochiching 
and St. Louis Counties 
were the first members, 
followed by Itasca County 
in 1966, Cook in 1967, 
Lake of the Woods in 1968, 
and Lake in 1974. William 

R. 
Gordon 
was the 
first Di-
rector, 
followed 

by Kenneth 
R. Nielsen 

in 19977, and Jim Weikum 
in 1992. 

Original ser-
vices offered 
by the new 
Arrowhead 
Library Sys-
tem included 
reciprocal bor-
rowing, consultant service, 
interlibrary loan and cen-
tralized registration of bor-
rowers. In 1967, Bookmo-
bile service was initiated 

and in 
1972, 
books by 
mail be-
gan. A 
print shop 
was founded in 1975. To-
day a 
wide va-
riety of 
services 
are of-
fered, 
ranging 
from cou-
rier ser-
vices to video/audio for-
mats, magazine data-
bases, and a regional 
online catalog. On July 1, 
2012, North Country Li-
brary Cooperative (NCLC) 
merged with Arrowhead 
Library System. ALS now 
provides 
multitype 
services to 
public, 
school, 

academic, and 
special libraries. 

Mission State-
ment 

Arrowhead 
Library Sys-
tem en-
hances the 
value of all 

types of libraries to their 
communities by cultivating 
collaboration, technological 
innovation, and profes-
sional development; and 
enriches the quality of life 
by providing direct services 
for those without a public 
library and access to elec-
tronic resources for all peo-
ple in northeastern Minne-
sota. 
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Previous ALS Building  

Current ALS Building 

1972 Bookmobile 

Photo-op with  
new Technology 

1993 Staff Christmas Photo 

Groundbreaking for 
current building 

1978 ALS Staff 

1983 Mail-A-Book Staff 

1995 ALS Staff 

1979 Printer 

1996  

Receptionist 

http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/69117-de-la-pe-a-blackall-ruby-win-newbery-caldecott-printz.html?utm_source=Publishers+Weekly&utm_campaign=b79bc20eba-UA-15906914-1&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0bb2959cbb-b79bc20eba-304757741
http://virgpublog.blogspot.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MnlinkLogo
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2016/01/american-library-association-support-national-readathon-day-2016-may-21
http://blogs.overdrive.com/front-page-library-news/2016/01/06/readers-borrow-record-setting-number-of-digital-titles-from-libraries-in-2015/
http://www.alscurrentevents.blogspot.com/
http://www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us/about/email-directory/
http://www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us/whats-new/
http://dp.la/
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Playing to learn: The trouble with 
electronic toys—CNN by Sarah 
Bauer (Released 1/13/2016) - If as a 
parent, you are trying to spend more 
time with your family and play more 
with your children, then perhaps it is 
a good time to consider the play and 
what type of toys will be the most 
beneficial for your child’s develop-
ment in the long run. A recent study 
from Northern Arizona University 
found that electronic toys such as 
baby laptop or cell phone do not pro-
mote language development in young 
children as well a books and tradi-
tional toys such as wooden puzzles, 
shape-sorters and blocks. Article 

Get Ready for Take Your Child to 
the Library Day 2016! - School Li-
brary Journal by Lisa Kropp 

 

(Released 1/13/2016) - Created by 
librarians Nadine Lipman (Waterford 
Public Library, CT, retired) and Cait-
lin Augusta (Stratford Library, CT) 
with children’s book author and illus-
trator Nancy Elizabeth Wallace, the 
Take Your Child to the Library Day 
(TYCLD) campaign, happening on 
February 6 this year, raises commu-
nity awareness about the importance 
of the library in the life of a child, and 
promotes library services for families. 
What began five years ago as a small 
statewide initiative now has endorse-
ments from large national organiza-
tions focused on early learning and 
children… Article 

2016 Summer Reading Program 
Kick-off/CLAS Meeting—by Mollie 
Stanford—Please join us for the 2016 
Summer Reading Program Kick-off 
and the next CLAS meeting for youth 
services staff on Friday, February 12, 
2016, 10:00a.m.-3:30p.m. at the Ar-
rowhead Library System Headquar-

ters in Mountain Iron! The morning 
session (10am-12:15pm) will focus 
on the 2016 iREAD theme, Read—
For the Win!, and the CLAS meeting 
will be held in the afternoon (1:30-
3:30pm). Looking for 2-3 folks who 
would be interested in demonstrat-
ing a craft idea—if you are inter-
ested, please note on your registra-
tion form. If you are planning on 
attending only the CLAS meeting in 
the afternoon, please note it on your 
registration form as well. Register. 
Please email me if you have any 
questions. 

Kids & Teens 
Broadcast  
Articles Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 
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Stanford’s Links to Assess 

 Once Upon a Reader 

 MALF Once Upon a Reader 

 Teen Tech Week Posters & 
Bookmarks 

Virginia Public 
Library 
Info Submitted by Virginia Friends of Library 

Introducing Stephanie Wich-
lacz… our new children’s librar-
ian! Stephanie hails from Green Bay, 
WI and earned her Master of Library 
Science from the University of Wis-
consin, Milwaukee. She joined the 
library staff in November, and will be 
co-working with Dawn until February 
when Dawn will be retiring. 

Calendar of Events 

Friends of the Library 2016 An-
nual Meeting & Dinner, Tuesday, 
January 26, 2016—Michael’s on the 
Course, 1308 18th St N, Virginia, 
5:00p.m.—Social, 6:00p.m.—Dinner, 
7:00p.m.—Presentations & Annual 
Meeting. Special Presentation by 
Dawn Heisel & Stephanie Wichlacz. 
Dessert & coffee provided by the 
Friends. (Entrees range from $13 to 
$20.) Please RSVP to Jo Johnson by 
January 22nd at 741-3458 or email. 

Hot Reads for Cold Nights—Now 
through Feb. 5! - Register online or 

at the library, log your books, post 
your reviews, win prizes! Learn more. 

Adult Coloring Program, January 
14, 12:00-1:00p.m.—Do you remem-
ber coloring as a child? It was fun, we 
learned to stay within the lines, or 
not! Did you know coloring can also 
reduce stress, help maintain brain 
power, and improve dexterity? Join 
us for a relaxing hour of adult color-
ing. Use supplies we provide or bring 
your own coloring sheets and pens, 
pencils or crayons. 

Cook the Book: Soups & Breads, 
January 28, 12:00-1:00p.m.—Cook 
the Book is Returning! The November 
Cook the Book event was a great hit! 
How it works: Stop by the Reference 
Desk to pick a recipe from a featured 
cookbook, then bring it to share and 
swap results. Registration is RE-
QUIRED and runs through January 
25. Stop in to see what whets your 
appetite! Call the library with ques-
tions! 218-748-7525 

Book Lover’s Tea, February 11, 
12:00-1:00p.m.—Join us in welcom-
ing “Ava Finch,” nom de plume of 
Sarah Stonich. Registration is re-
quired and begins January 14. Call 

218-748-7525 and ask for Susan or 
Stephanie to reserve your spot! If 
you can, come to the planning 
meeting (below) to help make this 
fabulous event happen! 

Friends of the Library Febru-
ary meeting, February 2, 
4:00p.m., Library Auditorium—
Come join us to help plan the Book 
Lover’s Tea! This hallmark event 
has lots of set-up—all volunteers 
are welcome! 

Spring Storytime continues on 
Fridays at 11:00a.m.—January 
15-April 15—All family members 
are welcome to enjoy the stories, 
crafts, and other activities to help 
your child learn. Free and open to 
the public. For more information 
call Stephanie at 218-748-7525. 

Program flyers are on Pages 7 & 8; 
please post and distribute in the 
community. Thank you! 

http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2478386
http://www.cnn.com/2016/01/13/health/kids-learning-electronic-toys/index.html
http://www.ctlibrarians.org/?page=Take#TYCLD2016
http://www.slj.com/2016/01/programs/get-ready-for-take-your-child-to-the-library-day-2016/#_
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YTBWGNX
mailto:mollie.standford@alslib.info
http://onceuponareader.org/
http://mnlibraryfriends.org/index.php/what-we-provide/grants-and-awards/new-once-upon-reader-match/
http://teentechweek.ning.com/
mailto:brucejojohnson@hotmail.com
http://mn.evanced.info/virginia/sr/homepage.asp?ProgramID=20
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Cataloging Workday—
January 26, 1:00-4:00pm—
Need help with original cata-
loging in Horizon? Please join 
us for a Cataloging Workday 
in the Arrowhead Library System 
Computer lab. From 1:00-2:00p.m., 
Chris Magnusson will be discussing 
the work forms available to you in 
Horizon—the rest of the time is yours 
to catalog! Please bring 1-5 items to 

catalog and Chris will be available for 
any questions during that time. Stay 
for an hour or the whole time! Regis-
ter 

Brainfuse Webinars for ALS 
member libraries—February 10, 
9:30am-11:30am & March 8, 
2:00pm-4:00pm—Focuses on the 
databases available to ALS pa-
trons and students—HelpNow and 

JobNow.     Register. Archived webi-
nars can be found here. 

Creative Technology Use in K-12—
School Library Journal—Session 1 
“Getting Started with Robotics” Janu-

ary 27, 3:00pm EST—Now, more 
than ever, school librarians are 
leading creative technology use in 
K-12, from maker activities and 
robotics to mobile devices. Get on 
board with one of the hottest trends 
in education in the first of a three-
program series. Immediately engag-
ing to learners of all ages, robotics 
are ideal for teaching coding skills 
to kids of varying abilities and 
learning styles. Learn how to inte-
grate programming real-life objects 
in the library, with resources and 
tips on entry-level robots, student-
designed robotic projects, and more. 
Register 

Loch Ness Monster to trailing the 
dangerous Tata Duende through re-
mote villages of Belize and searching 
for ghosts in Ireland’s haunted cas-
tles, Chad has scoured the earth in 
search of the paranormal. 

Chad has been featured on Dis-
covery Channel’s A Haunting, 
William Shatner’s Weird or 
What, ABC’s Scariest Places on 
Earth, Monsters and Mysteries, 
and Beyond Belief, along with a 
frequent contributor on Ripley’s 
Believe It or Not radio. With a 

Master’s Degree in psychology, Chad 
has authored over 20 books on the 
supernatural, and extensively lec-
tured on his fascinating findings. The 
more bizarre the legend, the more 
likely it is that you will find Chad 
there. 

Arn Kind-Minnesota Fabulous 
Firsts—February 29-March 12 at various 
locations—Did you know that Minne-

sotans were the first to volunteer 
troops to fight in the Civil War? Did 
you know that Minnesotans fired 
the first shots at the beginning of 
America’s involvement in the Pa-
cific War of World War II? Did you 
know that a famous Minnesota 
aviator was the first 
to make a solo, non-
stop flight across 
the Atlantic Ocean, 
stretching and prov-
ing the capabilities of aircraft?  

Arn Kind, a teacher for the past 37 
years will share his love of history 
and provide a hands-on experience 
for the audience about the many 
ways the state of Minnesota was 
first! This program is free and open 
to the public. All ages are 
welcome. Join us for an ex-
citing look at Minnesota his-
tory.  

U of MN Libraries to digitize 
black history documents—News 
Times (Released 1/10/2016) - The 
University of Minnesota Libraries 
plans to digitize about a half-million 
pages of print documents on the ex-
perience of African-Americans. The 
university will use a $225,000 grant 
from the Council on Library and In-

formation Resources for the two-year 
project. Article 

Give to Max gave Lino Lakes 
school a library makeover—
Pioneer Press by Maja Beckstrom 
(Released 1/11/2016) - Centennial 
Middle School in Lino Lakes is cele-
brating a library makeover this week 
thanks to a teacher’s aunt and sheer 
luck. In 2014, the public school re-
ceived a $100 donation from Lino 
Lakes resident Marjorie Pehl Wood 
on Give to the Max Day. She was in-
spired to give because her niece 

teaches special education and physi-
cal education at the school. Her gift 
was randomly selected out of the 
tens of thousands of online dona-
tions on that day to more than 
5,000 organizations and schools as 
the “Super-Sized Golden Ticket,” 
which triggered an additional 
$20,000 donation from the Bush 
Foundation to her charitable cause. 
The school decided to redo the li-
brary because it wanted the money 
to benefit all 1,500 students rather 
than one program. Article 

Chad Lewis – Minnesota’s Gang-
ster Past—February 9-18 at vari-
ous locations—Put on your zoot 
suit and follow in the footsteps 
of America’s most infamous 
gangsters as they turned Min-
nesota into their personal 
crime vacation land. Filled with 
deadly bank robberies, explo-
sive shootouts, brutal murders, and 
daring kidnappings, this presentation 
lets the audience discover the grisly 
locations where the gangster history 
will never die. 

For over two decades Chad Lewis has 
traveled the back roads of the world 
in search of the strange and unusual. 
From tracking vampires in Transyl-
vania and searching for the elusive 

Training Control 
Center 
 Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 

While Here in 
Minnesota 
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It’s a LEGACY 
Thing 
By Alexis Leitgeb 

Legacy Calendar 

http://alscataloging.blogspot.com/p/calendar.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3672TYP
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PWD7ZDD
http://www.screencast.com/t/CLYF0HIaA
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=&eventid=1114068&sessionid=1&key=0060F87E7C894566F4BD0D3F3A1E70EA&regTag=10433&sourcepage=register
http://www.newstimes.com/news/education/article/U-of-Minnesota-Libraries-to-digitize-black-6749511.php
http://www.twincities.com/news/north%20zone%20stories/ci_29371349/give-to-max-gave-lino-lakes-school-a-library-makeover
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Thinking Outside 
Minnesota  
Articles submitted by MaryLei Barclay 

College library closes after person 
dies in 6-story fall—Pioneer Press 
(released 1/12/2016) - A San Jose 
State University official says a person 
died after falling six stories inside a 
campus library. San Jose State Uni-
versity spokeswoman Pat Lopes Har-
ris tells the San Jose Mercury News 
the person who died Monday was not 
immediately identified. She says 
there is no evidence of foul play. It’s 
expected to re-open Tuesday. Article 

Group adapts toys for children 
with special needs—Associated 
Press (Released 1/10/2016) - At the 
push of a button, the battery-powered 
vehicle into which Katelyn Bennett 
was strapped surged forward. Press-
ing down repeatedly on the large 
white button, she navigated her way 
around a room. The vehicle gave 
Katelyn something she lacked: the 
ability to control her own mobility. 
She was born with spina bifida, a dis-
ease that affects the spinal cord. Her 
parents grew frustrated by the lack of 
toys available. In response, her 
mother in April 2013 formed a non-
profit, Katelyn’s Krusade, and in Feb-
ruary 2014 opened Katelyn’s Kloset—
a “library” of adaptive toys that par-
ents of children with disabilities can 

borrow. Article 

Joanna Trollope: “UK cannot 
afford to close one single 
public library” - The Guardian 
by Alison Flood (Released 1/12/2016) 
- The UK is in “absolutely no posi-
tion to dare to close one single public 
library”, the bestselling novelist Jo-
anna Trollope has said. She is just 
one of a host of major literary names 
throwing their weight behind a new 
campaign to hold the government to 
account for failing to keep libraries 
open. As well as Trollope, the award-
winning novelists Neil Gaiman and 
Ali Smith, and the former poet lau-
reate Andrew Motion are also sup-
porting the Charter Institute of Li-
brary and Information Professionals 
(CILIP) battle to get the government 
to “fulfill their statutory responsi-
bilities to taxpayers”. 

“The 1964 Public Libraries and Mu-
seums Act affirmed the public Li-
braries Act of 1850 and neither act 
has been rescinded—the closures are 
against the law,” said Ali Smith. 
Article 

Public and University Library 
Collaboration—Public Libraries 
Online.org by Theresa Horn 
(Released 1/9/2016) - The St Joseph 
County (IN) Public Library (SJCPL) 
in preparation for their strategic 
planning process, decided to take a 
closer look at the surrounding com-

munity and find out just who 
was using (and not using) the 
library. When they looked at the 
data that showed where their 
patrons were coming from, they 

found a big gaping hole in their 
user base, right where the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame was located. So, 
when representatives from Notre 
Dame’s Hesburgh library ap-
proached SJCPL about a possible 
collaboration involving borrowing 
materials. They knew it was some-
thing they wanted to be a part of. 
Article 

Penn Libraries’ OPenn Manu-
script Portal Will Host Coun-
try’s largest Regional Collec-
tions of Digitized Medieval 
Manuscripts—Library Journal—
by Gary Price (Filed 1/12/2016) - 
The Penn Libraries is proud to an-
nounce their role as online host one 
of the leaders in a partnership that 
will create the country’s largest 
regional collection of digitized me-
dieval manuscripts. This role is 
made possible through a grant of 
almost $500,000 awarded to Biblio-
theca Phildelphiensis, a new project 
organized by the Philadelphia Area 
Consortium of Special Collections 
Libraries (PACSCL) and funded by 
the Council on Library and Infor-
mation Resources (CLIR) with gen-
erous support form the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation. Article 

http://www.twincities.com/ap%20content/ci_29373373/college-library-closes-after-person-dies-in-6story-fall
http://www.postbulletin.com/group-adapts-toys-for-children-with-special-needs/article_e357e69b-3b28-5c99-9989-1d718f565eff.html
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/jan/13/joanna-trollope-uk-not-afford-close-one-single-public-library
http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2016/01/public-and-university-library-collaboration/
http://www.infodocket.com/2016/01/12/penn-libraries-openn-manuscript-portal-will-host-countrys-largest-regional-collections-of-digitized-medieval-manuscripts/
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