
MetaMetrics® this year to 
provide opportunities for 
summer reading and math 
learning. The Summer 
Reading and the Summer 
Math Challenge engage 
families and students in 
summer learning. Find out 
more about MetaMetrics® 
summer learning opportu-
nities, including materials 
you can use to promote 
these programs, on the 
MDE website. 

structured learning envi-
ronment often results in 
summer learning loss. 
Instead of progressing in 
their reading and mathe-
matics skills, students 
may flatline or slip in 
their abilities. Low-
income children are espe-
cially susceptible to loss, 
since they often lack ac-
cess to books at home. 

To combat this trend, 
MDE is teaming up with 

MN State Library Services 
(Released 5/26/16) - MDE 
and MetaMetrics® help 
combat summer learning 
loss for your students. 
Summer is upon us—and 
with it, the end of formal 
classroom time for many 
children. Leaving behind a 

Has the Library Outlived its Usefulness in the age 
of Internet? You’d be surprised 
Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 

Director’s Articles of 
Direction 

 Grand Rapids Area Li-
brary 

 Unemployed Detroit Resi-
dents are Trapped by a 
Digital Divide 

 Ms. Simplicity: Books 
may add clutter, but 
they’re important for life-
long learning 

 Therapy Dogs Work Won-
ders for Struggling Read-
ers 
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The Conversation by Don-
ald Barclay (Released 
4/28/2016) - U.S. Institu-
tions of higher education 
and U.S. local govern-
ments are under extraordi-
nary pressure to cut costs 
and eliminate from institu-
tional or governmental 
ledgers any expenses 
whose absence would 
cause little or no pain. 

In this political climate, 
academic and public librar-
ies may be in danger. The 
existence of vast amounts 
of information—a lot of it 
free—on the Internet 
might suggest that the 
library has outlived its 
usefulness. 

But has it? The numbers 
tell a very different story. 

In spite of the findings of a 
survey in which Americans 
say they are using public 

libraries less, the usage 
numbers reported by li-
braries indicate the oppo-
site. 

In the last two decades, 
the total number of U.S. 
public libraries slightly 
increased—inching up 
from 8,921 in 1994 to 
9,082 in 2012 (a gain of 
2.14 percent). Over the 
same period, the data also 
show that use of public 
libraries in the U.S. went 
up as well. 

Here’s what data on circu-
lation and annual visits to 
public libraries reveal. 

The number of books and 
other items borrowed from 
U.S. public libraries in-
creased from 6.5 items per 
capita in 1993 to 8.0 items 
per capita in 2012. Over 
the same time span, the 
number of visits to U.S. 

public libraries rose 22.5%. 

The one major public li-
brary usage measure that 
did decrease was the num-
ber of times library users 
asked questions of refer-
ence librarians, dropping 
18 percent from 1993-2012. 

The popularity of U.S. pub-
lic libraries is it seems, at 
least as strong as it was 
before the web became a 
household word (much less 
a household necessity). 

For academic libraries, the 
data are more mixed. Cir-
culation of physical items 
in U.S. academic libraries 
has been on a steady-
declined throughout the 
web era, falling 29% from 
1997-2011. 

More tellingly, over the 
same time span and among 
the same academic librar-
ies, the annual… Article 

May 31, 2016 

MDE and 
MetaMetrics  
Info Submitted by MaryLei Barclay Quick Links 

Minnesota Libraries Cal-
endar 

ALS Blog 

ALS Calendar 

Legacy Blog 

Digital Public Library 

http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/09/15/libraries-at-the-crossroads/
https://theconversation.com/has-the-library-outlived-its-usefulness-in-the-age-of-internet-youd-be-surprised-58198
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/JustParent/SummerLearnOpp/index.html
http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=0fb5c43aee5529afc33e5ef4e&id=969f452d7e&e=7b843ef936
http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/unemployed-detroit-residents-are-trapped-by-a-digital-divide/ar-BBtktAZ?li=BBnbcA1&ocid=UE01DHP
http://www.inforum.com/variety/4041388-ms-simplicity-books-may-add-clutter-theyre-important-lifelong-learning
http://www.slj.com/2016/05/feature-articles/therapy-dogs-work-wonders-for-struggling-readers/
http://mnlibs.info/
https://www.alslib.info/blog/
https://www.alslib.info/calendar/
https://www.alslib.info/services/legacy-events/
http://dp.la/
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Performance Partnership Pilots 
for Disconnected Youth—PLA—
Federal agencies have released a sec-
ond call for bold proposals to improve 
education, employment, and other 
key outcomes for disconnected youth. 
Seven federal agencies are inviting 
state, local, and tribal communities to 
apply to become a Performance Part-
nership Pilot (P3) to test innovative, 
outcome-focused strategies to achiev-
ing better outcomes for disconnected 
and at-risk youth. 

The P3 initiative allows pilots to re-
ceive customized flexibility in using 
discretionary funds to overcome bar-
riers and align program and report-
ing requirements across their pro-
grams. Libraries are encouraged to 

 

coordinate with their community 
partners on applications to make sure 
their valuable education, employ-
ment, literacy and other services are 
connected. Visit  Performance Part-
nership Pilot web page for more info. 

Plan a town hall meeting to pre-
vent underage drinking—
American Libraries Direct—Nearly 9 
million American youth drink alcohol, 
illegally and dangerously. Underage 
drinking costs communities billions 
annually. Ever thought about holding 
a town hall meeting to prevent under-
age drinking in your community? The 
US Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration offers 
assistance to libraries. Learn how to 
plan your event and register by June 
30 to receive a $500 planning stipend. 
More information 

National Summer Learning Day 
& Resources—The National Sum-
mer Learning Association (NSLA) 
will celebrate National Summer 

Learning Day on July 14 to raise 
awareness of the importance of sum-
mer learning and recognize the 
work of the many organizations that 
#keepkidslearning. Libraries are 
encouraged to connect to a vast net-
work of education leaders by taking 
NSLA’s pledge to keep kids learning 
this summer and adding their sum-
mer learning programs and events 
to NSLA’s interactive map. Add 
your events by June 1. Click here for 
a list of summer learning resources. 

Summer Reading Program—by 
MaryLei Barclay—With the Sum-
mer coming, don’t hesitate to con-
tact me to put supply needs, flyers 
for programs that you want adver-
tised, craft projects you think other 
libraries may want 
to see, or any other 
information you may 
want included in the 
Weeder. 

Kids & Teens 
Broadcast  
Articles Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 
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It’s a LEGACY 
Thing 
By Alexis Leitgeb 

COMPAS Artists Tres Mundos’ 
performance of The Music of 
“Three Worlds” - June 13-17 at 
Various Locations—COMPAS Artists, 
Tres Mundos explore the exciting 
multicultural mix of histories, lan-
guages, dances and cultures that 
have shaped the music of the Ameri-
cas. With their unique personal roots, 
the members of Tres Mundos bring 
the soul of these sounds to this pro-
gram.  

Hear the music of Carnival, sing a 
Cuban rumba, and dance to Latin 
jazz beats. Audiences tour the world 

with Tres Mundos! Tres Mundos, or 
“Three Worlds,” features pianist/
vocalist Viviana Pintado from Cuba, 
percussionist Eliezer Freites-Santos 
from Brazil, and saxophonist/flutist 
Douglas Little from the United 
States. Their collective accomplish-
ments include Latin Grammy nomi-
nations, international tours, and mul-
tiple CDs. Their music blends salsa, 
samba and jazz to create an authentic 
and original sound. Tres Mundos will 
amaze the audiences! 

For more information about Tres 
Mundos, and other COMPAS artists, 
visit compass.org.  

Climb Theater’s presentation of 
The Tortoise and The Hare—June 
27-July 12 at Various Locations—
Speedy the Hare keeps teasing Sal 
the Tortoise because Sal is slower 
than Speedy. So Sal decides there’s 
only one solution: to beat Speedy in a 
race. But how? Sal discovers that in-
stead of worrying about what he isn’t, 
he can build on what he is. Sal is 
steady. Sal is focused and deter-
mined. Sal can train hard. And in the 
end, Sal discovers that being a win-
ner is about much more than who 
crosses the finish line first. 

CLIMB Theater’s mission is to cre-
ate and perform plays, classes, and 
other creative works that inspire 
and propel people - especially 
young people. This mini-play is 
about 30 minutes with a 10-15 min-
ute activity session that is sure to 
engage children and families.  

Legacy Links to Know: 

Legacy Blog 

Legacy Pinterest 

Legacy Storify 

Legacy Public Art   
Projects 

Events Calendar 

Found on Pin-
terest. Idea link 

http://youth.gov/youth-topics/reconnecting-youth/performance-partnership-pilots
http://www.summerlearning.org/
https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/townhallmeetings/gettingstarted/default.aspx
http://www.summerlearning.org/?page=summer_learning_day
https://twitter.com/hashtag/keepkidslearning
http://summerlearningdaymap.org/index.php
http://summerlearningdaymap.org/formPledge.php
http://www.urbanlibraries.org/getting-ready-for-summer-learning-news-251.php
https://rockthelibrary.com/2015/08/08/amazing-race-library-edition/
www.compass.org
https://www.alslib.info/services/legacy-events/
https://www.pinterest.com/alexisleitgeb/legacy-events/
https://storify.com/legacy1
https://www.alslib.info/services/legacy-events/arrowhead-legacy-public-artworks/
https://www.alslib.info/calendar/
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MaryLei’s Links Limited on Typing  

 Searching for Video, Images, Audio, Gifs, Podcasts, Memes & Radio: Directory of Search Engines, Finders & Genera-
tors 

 Here’s why the Internet hasn’t killed public libraries 

 Minnesota school’s ban on graphic novel draws free-speech protests 

 It’s Not Fine to Not Pay Your Fine 

 This Handy Flowchart Helps You Select Your Next Great Read 

 How to Make a Librarian Happy 

 On Governors Island, Mountains of Junk Where Children Find Adventure 

Thinking Outside 
Minnesota  
Articles Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 

Library of Congress returns his-
toric Christopher Columbus letter 
to Italy—The Columbus Dispatch by 
Domenico Stinellis (Released 
5/18/2016) - The United States has 
returned to Italy a letter written by 
Christopher Columbus in 1493 about 
his discovery of the new world that 

was stolen from a Flor-
ence library and un-
wittingly acquired by 
the Library of Con-
gress. Article 

Dangerous books behind lock and 
key: Exploring Australia’s hidden 
library collections—ABCNews by 
Story Hunters (Released 5/15/2016) - 
Beyond the rows of shelves in many 
of Australia’s libraries you can find 
ancient magic tricks, books on eutha-
nasia and a secret family histories—if 
you know what to ask for. But at the 
National Library of Australia (NLA), 
in a padlocked room known as a 
giftschrank, lies the country’s biggest 
collection of completely off-limits ma-
terials. Article 

Library staff rescues 7 ducklings 
from storm drain in West Jor-
dan—Fox News by Mark Green 
(Released 5/15/2016)—Staff and Pa-
trons at the West Jordan Library 
helped a mother duck reunite with 
several duckling who were stuck 
down a storm drain. Staff at the li-
brary saw several of the ducklings 

fall into the storm drain 
Saturday, and they 
rushed back to the area 
with additional help 
along with buckets and 
a ladder. Article 

New library shelves 3,400 bottles 
of wine—Cornell Chronicle by Matt 
Hayes (Released 5/19/2016) - The 
newest library on campus contains no 
books and offers no borrowing privi-
leges. These shelves only offer learn-
ing of a certain vintage: space to hold 
more than 3,400 bottles of wine. 
When fully stocked, the John Wilkin-
son Family Wine Library will give 
Cornell students in viticulture and 
enology courses access to wines 
sourced from regions across the 
world. Article 

LaSalle library’s past proves use-
ful as ‘Marshall’ filming com-
mences—WBFO by Michael Mroziak 
(Released 5/23/2016) - It’s currently a 
satellite location within the Niagara 
Falls Public Library System. But the 
LaSalle Branch is proving to be a use-
ful setting for makers of the film 
Marshall, and for more than just li-
brary space. Crews began work Mon-
day morning at the LaSalle Branch 
on the film portraying a case early in 
the career of Thurgood Marshall.  
Article 

Flooding from pipe break forces 3-
month Iowa library closure—Post 
Bulletin (Released 5/25/2016) - The 
water pipe break that caused flooding 
in much of the Bettendorf Public Li-
brary will keep it closed for at least 
three months. Officials say the pipe 

broke in the library’s second-floor 
bathroom, triggering an alarm that 
went off around 5 a.m. Friday. Arti-
cle 

Flint Residents: In Their Own 
Words—Public Libraries Online by 
Paula Wilson (Released 5/27/2016) - 
Amidst the wake of the first crimi-
nal charges filed against three gov-
ernment workers accused of cover-
ing up evidence of lead contamina-
tion in the Flint, MI water crisis, 
the Flint Public Library (FPL) holds 
strong to a transformational plan 
they set in motion in July 2014. 
With one foot in the past and one in 
the present, this library knows 
where it has been and where it is 
going. If you visit the FPL website, 
you will notice there is a lot of activ-
ity not unlike what you find at a 
library. Additionally, the library 
has created a web page of sources 
about the Flint water emergency. 
Now, FPL 
is embark-
ing on cre-
ating its own digital collection of 
stories with Flint Voices Matter. 
Article 

Freeland [MI] fifth grader 
amasses about 2,000 Accelerated 
Reader Points—MLive by Lindsay 
Knake (Released 3/26/2013) Article 
submitted by Chris Carlson- To say 
Matthew Staley is a big reader is an 
understatement. The 11-year-old 
fifth grader at Freeland Elementary 
School has amassed about 2,000 
Accelerated Reader Points, includ-
ing more than 770 this school year. 
Article 

http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/life_and_entertainment/2016/05/18/0518-historic-christopher-columbus-letter-returned-to-italy.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-16/australias-hidden-library-collections-restricted-giftschrank/7415768
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/2016/05/new-library-shelves-3400-bottles-wine
http://news.wbfo.org/post/lasalle-librarys-past-proves-useful-marshall-filming-commences#stream/0
http://www.postbulletin.com/flooding-from-pipe-break-forces--month-iowa-library-closure/article_e4140803-2b28-5f9e-87f8-5ec1c9466c37.html
http://www.fpl.info/
http://www.fpl.info/fpl/Water/index.shtml
http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2016/05/flint-residents-in-their-own-words/
http://www.mlive.com/news/saginaw/index.ssf/2013/03/freeland_fifth_grader_amasses.html
http://fox13now.com/2016/05/15/library-staff-rescues-7-ducklings-from-storm-drain-in-west-jordan/
https://searchenginewatch.com/2016/05/20/searching-for-video-image-audio-gif-podcast-meme-radio-a-directory-of-search-engines-finders-generators/
http://www.rawstory.com/2016/04/heres-why-the-internet-hasnt-killed-public-libraries/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/may/25/minnesota-schools-ban-on-graphic-novel-this-one-summer-mariko-and-jillian-tamaki-protests
http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2016/05/its-not-fine-to-not-pay-your-fine/
http://mentalfloss.com/article/77043/handy-flowchart-helps-you-select-your-next-great-read
http://zestnow.com/how-to-keep-a-librarian-happy/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/29/nyregion/on-governors-island-mountains-of-junk-where-children-find-adventure.html?emc=edit_th_20160529&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=68848039&_r=0


Webinar Control 
Center 
 Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 

Engaged and Inclusive: Libraries 
Embracing Racial Equity and So-
cial Justice—Public Library Asso-
ciation June 8, 1:00pm Central—
Public libraries across the country 
readily embrace their role as centers 
for democracy and civic participation. 
But what role should libraries play in 
advancing social justice and address-
ing persistent racial inequities? When 
it comes to community transforma-
tion, how can a social justice lens and 
racial equity tools guide us to be more 
engaged and inclusive at all levels of 
our work? Register 

Project Outcome User Panel—PLA 
June 9, 1:00pm Central—Would you 
like to hear from other libraries using 
Project Outcome? This webinar will 
feature a panel of Project Outcome 
users who will share their experi-
ences, including success and chal-
lenges, in surveying adult program-
ming using the Project Outcome Edu-
cation/Lifelong learning and Digital 
Learning surveys. Register 

Celebrating Diversity: A Discus-
sion on Children’s Literature 
That Reflects Today’s World—
School Library Journal June 8, 
3:00pm EDT—Diversity is more than 
just a trend. It’s the reality that we 
all face as our country becomes more 
complex multifaceted, and rich in 
different ethnicities, religions, back-
grounds and ways of life. As educa-
tors, book creators, and publishers 
serving the most diverse generation 
of children and teens in the United 
States ever, how can we better pro-
vide them with the right materials to 
meet their needs? Register 

Web Design Basics for Librari-
ans—ALA June 6, continuing for 4 
weeks fee $175.00—This self-paced 
hands-on course focuses on the basics 
of Web standards, Web site planning, 
design, and construction. Students 
will complete learning activities to 
develop HTML5 and external CSS 
construction skills, and validate 
HTML5 and CSS standards. Practice 

in accessibility validation and simple 
usability testing will complete a 
solid grounding in good practices. 
Students will complete needs assess-
ment and design plan worksheets for 
a project of their choice. Register 

Evaluating Youth Lit—Library 
Journal June 9, 4:00pm EDT—
Writing or Illustrating a book for 
kids is easy, right? Those of us who 
work with children’s books for a liv-
ing can say emphatically that “no, it 
isn’t!” 

Sure, most people can read a book 
and tell right away whether it’s 
great or not-so-great. But what is it, 
exactly, that makes the difference? 
Join us as we cover the various ele-
ments that come together to create a 
book that kids will love, whether it’s 
the writing, the illustrations, or an-
other bit of magic. Register 

Tips for Story Time Success—
Booklist June 14, 1:00pm CDT—
Looking to spice up your story time 
repertoire? Katie Fitzgerald, for-
merly of the DC Public Library, will 
share tips and tricks for performing 
engaging story times from her new 
book, Story Time Success: A Practi-
cal Guide for Librarians. Register 

LLAMA (Library Leadership & 
Management Association) webi-
nar—June 8, 1:30pm Central fee 
$49-$59 for single person—
LLAMA webinar helps you cultivate 
better supervisor relationships by 
“managing up.” How would you de-
scribe your relationship with your 
supervisor? Is it collaborative? Or, is 
it the dreaded top-down? If yours is 
a top-down relationship, you may be 
at risk for feeling powerless, disen-
gaged and ultimately ineffective. 
Although you may not be able to 
change your boss, you can improve 
your relationship significantly by 
learning how to “Manage up.”     
Register 

How to Run Great Webinars—
ALA June 8, 1:30pm fee $55.00—No 
matter what kind of library you 
work in, you know that librarianship 
is a profession that requires con-
stant training and constant learn-
ing. Webinars—live training session 
conducted online—are an easy and 

effective way to provide training to 
people regardless of their physical 
location. When you conduct a webi-
nar, not only do you create an inter-
active, dynamic, and flexible training 
resource, but one that can be re-
corded for future use. Register 

Wyoming State Library—Training 
Calendar 

The Changing Landscape of Li-
brary Privacy—Techsoup June 15, 
11:00am Pacific—Do you have con-
cerns about patron privacy at your 
library? Some argue that libraries 
should collect, retain, and use patron 
data to provide better personalized 
services to patrons. This is a serious 
challenge to the profession’s ethical 
commitment to protecting patron 
privacy, especially since many plat-
forms providing these services are 
operated by vendors who may not 
share librarians’ professional values. 
We’ll explore these issues and dis-
cuss possible frameworks that allow 
libraries to provide personalized ser-
vices while maintaining their com-
mitment to protecting patron pri-
vacy. Register 

STEAM Programming for Diverse 
Populations—Infopeople June 14, 
12:00pm—STEAM programs that 
connect youth audiences to science, 
technology, engineering, the arts, 
and math—continue to be a particu-
larly hot topic in libraries, with 
plenty of conference programs and 
online learning opportunities devoted 
to the concept. Register 

Public and Health Sciences Li-
brary Collaboration for Commu-
nity Impact: Lessons from the MS 
Buddy Project—OCLC Webjunction 
June 9, 3:00pm—When public library 
and health library expertise combine, 
amazing things can happen. The MS 
Buddy service was created by three 
public library staff members and one 
health sciences librarian in Utah to 
connect patients with multiple scle-
rosis to accurate information and to 
each other through the use of the 
mobile technology. Join this webinar 
to learn about innovative collabora-
tion, its impact, and ways you can 
build buy-in for health programming 
at your library. Register 

http://www.ala.org/pla/onlinelearning/webinars/socialjustice
http://www.projectoutcome.org
http://www.ala.org/pla/onlinelearning/webinars/projectoutcomeuserpanel
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&partnerref=SLJEmailemail1diversity160609&eventid=1198415&sessionid=1&key=69A75A005A27DDD3D6FC1AD92157C68E&regTag=&sourcepage=register
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3557&zbrandid=4634&zidType=CH&zid=35487480&zsubscriberId=1054417270&zbdom=http://ala-publishing.informz.net
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&partnerref=LJEmailemail1ingram160609&eventid=1186112&sessionid=1&key=66604168BA3F8F07296C25FDD6DDD3B7&regTag=&sourcepage=register
https://alapublishing.webex.com/mw3100/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=alapublishing&service=6&rnd=0.08790352633348097&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Falapublishing.webex.com%2Fec3100%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26confViewID%3D1756262842%26%26EMK%3D4832534b0000000292a4df3c0213f31d0109fbfde23b2638d1a1d275bc30d2992410756045114624%26%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAALERvtTVHx6wSq1csUWeETkWAfbWRyYKkolT6pmcWXDkQ2%26%26siteurl%3Dalapublishing
http://www.ala.org/llama/llama-webinar-%E2%80%9Cmanaging-strategies-cultivating-effective-supervisor-relationships%E2%80%9D
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11501&zbrandid=4634&zidType=CH&zid=35546952&zsubscriberId=1054417270&zbdom=http://ala-publishing.informz.net
http://www.wyominglibraries.org/calendar.html
https://cc.readytalk.com/registration/#/?meeting=8cqfeddl6i6w&campaign=hkl21w05z6ms
https://infopeople.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=556
http://www.webjunction.org/events/webjunction/ms-buddy-project.html





