
groups by a panel of writ-
ers, reviewers, librarians, 
booksellers, publicists, and 
committed readers. Now in 
its eighth year, Great 
Group Reads is a highly 
regarded and anticipated 
resource for book clubs, 
reading groups, and indi-
vidual facilitators to choose 
books—and likewise, for 
bookstores and libraries to 
recommend books. 

Press Release 

Group Month in October, 
including the special 
Great Group Reads initia-
tive that highlights rec-
ommended titles. Na-
tional Reading Group 
Month celebrates shared 

reading by promot-
ing reading groups. 
Great Group Reads 
are a key element 
of the event, with 
21 titles selected in 
2016 for their ap-
peal to reading 

The Booklist Reader 
(Released 
9/19/2016) - Book-
list is once again 
working with the 
Women’s National 
Book Association 
National Reading 

ALA Lauds Bipartisan Senate Bill to Renew 
Support for Libraries Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 

Director’s Articles of 
Direction 

 Grand Rapids Area Li-
brary 

Volume XXIX, Issue 38 

American Library Associa-
tion by Shawnda Hines 
(Released 9/23/2016) - Ac-
knowledging and high-
lighting the critical role of 
libraries across the nation, 
the bipartisan Museum 
and Library Services Act of 
2016 was introduced today 
by Senators Jack Reed (D-
RI), Susan Collins (R-ME), 
Thad Cochran (R-MS) and 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY). 

“Libraries bring promise 
and opportunity to millions 
of people in every corner of 
the country every day,” 
said Julie Todaro, presi-
dent of the American Li-
brary Association (ALA),. 
“so we especially appreci-
ate the enormous effort by 
the sponsors of the new 
Museum and Library Ser-
vices Act to build a biparti-
san bill to reauthorize fed-
eral library funding that 

can and should be ap-
proved before the current 
Congress adjourns later 
this year.” 

Todaro added, “The $230 
million authorized by this 
essential bill will continue 
to be distributed to virtu-
ally every state in the na-
tion by the Institute of 
Museum and Library Ser-
vices (IMLS) to be used, in 
states’ discretion, to offer 
library patrons everything 
from employment services 
and small business devel-
opment assistance to free 
Wi-Fi to STEM program-
ming and access to other 
costly resources such as 
academic journals.” 

“It’s a testament to the 
public’s love of and reli-
ance on libraries that the 
bill’s dedicated sponsors 
were able to craft the Mu-
seum and Library Ser-

vices Act of 2016 and that, 
even as an election looms, 
it may well pass the Senate 
promptly and without op-
position,” she concluded. 

After enormous input from 
library professionals 
around the country, a coali-
tion of library groups led by 
ALA’s Washington Office 
worked closely with the 
bill’s lead cosponsors to 
include their recommenda-
tions in the newly intro-
duced legislation. In an 
effort to update the law to 
help libraries improve their 
technology, enhance col-
laboration and better serve 
the public and communi-
ties, the reauthorization 
bill will renew the current 
$230 million commitment 
to programs administered 
by the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services. 

Article 

September 26, 2016 

Booklist partners 
with WNBA for 
Great Group Reads 
Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 
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20,000 backers from 71 countries 
around the world have signed up to 
order Rebel Girls, which introduces 
young readers to role models from 
Bronte sisters to Serena Williams. 
The sums involved in the majority of 
Kickstarter’s publishing projects com-
ing this autumn may be a little 
smaller, but the breadth and scope of 
the books is impressive: everything 
from a comic novel of small-town 
Canada from a Quebec humor colum-
nist and broadcaster, to an account of 
looking after a rescued Staffordshire 
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our bright-
est oppor-
tunities. 
What can 
we learn 
from li-
brary in-
novators 
and inno-
vators 
from other 
sectors 

and industries that will help us shape 
the future we want and that our com-
munities aspire towards? More info 

bull terrier, charting the dog’s jour-
ney from troubled crackpot to treas-
ured companion, to a graphic novel 
about a Victorian girl who is the 
only one in her village to notice a 
series of sinister goings-on. 

Of course, Kickstarter doesn’t get 
involved in the messy business of 
producing books—it’s a platform 
that puts people who want to pro-
duce books in touch with others all 
over the world who want to support 
their projects. But if you put the 
1,973 publishing pitches… Article 

EBSCO and Mackin Forge new 
Partnership—School Library Jour-
nal (Released 9/21/2016) - EBSCO 
ebooks will now be available on the 
Mackin.com ecommerce site, and EB-
SCO K-12 libraries will have addi-
tional classroom solutions, including 
leveled literacy libraries, and supple-
mental curriculum and reference ma-
terials, such as videos, handouts, and 
testing materials. Article 

Program Model: Therapy Dogs for 
At-Risk Youth—Programming Li-
brarian by Magi Henderson 
(Released 9/14/2016) - Our library 
partnered with Got Your Six Support 
Dogs to create a program for teens 
and tweens at the Madison County 
Juvenile Detention Center. We were 
already leading a book club for stu-

The Guardian by Richard Lea 
(Released 9/14/2016) - Four months 
after launching on Kickstarter, a chil-
dren’s book that tells the stories of 
100 inspiring women has raised more 
than $1 million, making it the biggest 
original publishing project in the 
crowdfunding site’s history. Almost 

dents at the detention center as part 
of ALA’s Great Stories Club program. 
Therapy dogs were brought in for two 
discussions of change and decision-
making based on Sherman Alexie’s 
“The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian.” Afterwards, the stu-

Library 2.016: Libraries of the Fu-
ture—Library 2.0—We’re excited to 
announce the third of three Library 
2.016 online mini-conferences: Li-
braries of the Future,” October 6th, 
2016, from 12:00-3:00pm Pacific. As 
libraries shape their futures—and 
adapt to the future needs of their 
communities—what are the near– 
and long-term trends that point to 

dents spent 
time think-
ing about 
their lives 
and goals by 
making 
“decision trees.” Article 

The Conference is 
Calling 
Info Submitted by Chris Magnusson & 
MaryLei Barclay 

Kids & Teens 
Broadcast  
Articles Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 

How Kickstarter became 
on of the biggest powers 
in publishing 
Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 
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Walmart Community Grant Pro-
gram—The 2016 grant cycle began 
Feb. 1, 2016 and the application 
deadline to apply is Dec. 31, 2016. 
Applications may be submitted at 
any time during this funding cycle. 
Please not that applications will only 
remain pending in our system for 90 
days. Awarded grants range from 
$250-$2,500. More information 

APPLY for 
Greatness 
Info Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 
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 How Many Times Has Your Per-
sonal Information Been Exposed to 
Hackers? 

 When Squiggles Become Words: 
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to Read 

 Old book, new look: why the clas-
sics are flying off the shelves 
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https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/sep/17/classic-book-covers-sales-tv-adaptations
http://www.library20.com/future
http://giving.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/local-giving
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/sep/14/how-kickstarter-became-one-of-the-biggest-powers-in-publishing-crowdfunding
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Chisholm Council Finds Solution 
to Library Ramp—Chisholm Trib-
une Press by Marie Tolonen (Released 
9/23/2016) - The handicap accessible 
ramp at the Chisholm Public Library 
will soon be under construction. The 
city council last week accepted a 
quote for $14,237 from Hammerlund 
Construction, Inc. of Grand Rapids. 
That amount is considerably less 
than the low bid of $35,000 to refur-

bish the existing ramp. Article 

From Blueberry Farming to Sail-
ing to Writing—Budgeteer News by 
Teri Cadeau (Released 9/16/2016) - 
Proctor native Curtis Bush estimates 
he’s had about 300 different jobs. 
“That’s probably an exaggeration, but 
it feels that way,” Bush said. Now he 
can add one more to his list: author. 
He has released his firt book, “From 
Blueberries to Blue Seas.” The book 
covers Bush’s sailing adventures over 
the past 10-20 years. He graduated 
from Proctor High School in 1967 and 
traveled around for school and work 
for several years. In 1980, he started 

a blueberry farm in the Cloquet 
area and “started to have enough 
free time to start thinking what to 
do with it.” Article 

You Can Vote to Ban Books at 
the Library? Post Bulletin by Tom 
Weber (Released 9/23/2016) - A 
Banned Books Week voting cam-
paign at the Rochester Public Li-
brary is getting plenty of atten-
tion—but maybe not the kind of 
attention librarians anticipated. 
The “Vote to Ban” campaign invites 
library patrons to enter a voting 
booth and cast their vote to ban cer-
tain books. Article 

Article 

National Library of Israel 
Acquires Important Col-
lectino of “Afghan Geniza”, 
Documents from 11th-13th 
Century—InfoDocket by Gary 
Price (Filed 9/20/2016) - The National 
Library of Israel in Jerusalem has 
acquired a one of a kind collection  of 
manuscripts which will revolutionize 
our understanding about the history 
and culture of the legendary Silk 
Road’s ancient Jewish community. 
Article 

Drug Users take Advantage of 
Public Libraries—ABC13 (Released 
9/13/2016) - The same qualities that 
make libraries ideal for studying and 
reading—unfettered public access, 
quiet corners and nooks, minimal 
interaction with other people—also 
make them appealing places to shoot 
up heroin, librarians are finding. In 
Norfolk, Virginia, a 47-year-old man 

died after a patron found him 
in a library restroom. In 
Batesville, Indiana, and New 
Brunswick, new jersey, police 
revived others in library rest-
rooms using a popular over-
dose antidote. Article 

Iowa City Library Opens Early 
for Autistic Patrons—Cedar Rap-
ids Gazette by Michaela Ramm 
(Released 9/16/2016) - Jonah Heath 
is a five-year-old from Iowa City 
who loves to read, especially with 
his mom, Jessie Witherell. How-
ever, because Jonah is autistic, he 
doesn’t feel comfortable in the Iowa 
city Public Library, with its large 
number people and distractions. 
The Iowa City Public Library is tak-
ing steps to ensure these members 
of the community have the same 
opportunity to use their services as 
everyone else. Article 

Arizona State University: “NO 
Internet, No Power, No Problem: 
Solar Library Empowers Schools 
Abroad—InfoDocket by Gary Price 
(Filed 9/17/2016) - Many islands in 
the Pacific ocean lack two things that 
are essential for accessing informa-
tion and performing educational pur-
suits: a library and the internet. But 
a new Arizona State University fac-
ulty member has figured out a way to 
deliver a digital library that doesn’t 
depend on existing internet connec-
tivity—rather, it comes with its own 
Wi-Fi hotspot. Her innovative device, 
the Solar Powered Educational 
Learning Library, known as So-
larSPELL, is a digital library full of 
educational resources that generates 
its own Wi-Fi signal and solar power. 

What’s Happenin’ 
Minnesota? 
Articles Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 
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Thinking Outside 
Minnesota  
Articles submitted by MaryLei Barclay 

http://www.infodocket.com/2016/09/17/arizona-state-university-no-internet-no-power-no-problem-solar-library-empowers-schools-abroad/
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/English/library/news/Pages/afghan_geniza_first.aspx
http://www.infodocket.com/2016/09/20/national-library-of-israel-acquires-unrivaled-collection-afghan-geniza-from-11th-13th-centuries/
http://abc13.com/news/drug-users-take-advantage-of-public-libraries/1509894/
http://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/iowa-city-public-library-will-open-early-for-accessible-browsing-hour-20160915
http://www.hibbingmn.com/news/local/chisholm-council-finds-solution-to-library-ramp/article_8fa74602-8130-11e6-ac3b-9b24d59a948a.html
http://www.duluthbudgeteer.com/community/4116766-blueberry-farming-sailing-writing
http://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/you-can-vote-to-ban-books-at-the-library/article_e747ca66-942f-5493-9aa7-30f66afc3460.html


cord 10 million ebook downloads by 
print-disabled readers. Because 90% 
of books published in the United 
States are unavailable in accessible 
formats, people who are dyslexic, 
blind, or have low vision are ex-
tremely limited access to books. 
Bookshare helps to bridge that gap 
by obtaining accessible files (when 
available) from over 820 publishers. 
Bookshare also scans titles when 
print is the only available format. As 
a result K-12 students with a quali-
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fying disability have free access to 
more than 460,000 books. 

Bookshare is a service provided by 
Benetech, a non-profit technology 
organization in Silicon Valley that 
also works on human rights and 
environmental issues worldwide. 
Jim Fruchterman, CEO of 
Benetech, wanted to use technology 
to dramatically reduce the costs of 
creating and delivering ebooks.   
Article 

District Dispatch by Carrie Russell 
(Released 9/20/2016) - Hats off to 
Bookshare—a global literacy initia-
tive aimed at providing accessible 
books free for people unable to read 
standard print—as they reach a re-

 

Bookshare: 10 Million 
Accessible Book 
Downloads 
Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 
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Training Control 
Center 
 Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay 

Aging in the 21st Century—Library 
Journal October 4, 3:00pm Eastern—
Over 10,000 baby boomers are turn-
ing 65 every day, and the fastest 
growing demographic in the U.S. is 
women over the age of 85, according 
to the 2015 White House Conference 
on Aging. Thorndike Press and Li-
brary Journal are partnering for a 60-
minute webinar to discuss how librar-
ies can support their aging communi-
ties in the 21st Century. One of the 
speakers is Wendy Pender, who pre-
sented at PLA this year on this very 
topic! We hope you can join us to dis-
cuss this important issue so we can 
all be more supportive of this growing 
group of our population. Register 

Brainfuse Webinars—ALS by 
Mollie Stanford—October 12, 1:30-
3:30pm; October 25, 9:30am-11:30am; 
November 17, 9:30am-11:30am—I’m 
happy to announce another round of 
Brainfuse webinars for ALS member 
library staff of all types! The two-
hour, interactive webinars will focus 
on the databases available to ALS 
patrons and students—HelpNow and 
JobNow. You will receive a confirma-
tion email and log-in link two busi-
ness days before the webinar.       
Register 

Beyond Bilingual Storytime and 
ESL: Digging Deeper into Your 
Spanish Speaking Community—
PLA October 5, 1:00pm Central Fee 
$35.00—Do you want to move beyond 

the basic Bilingual storytime and 
ESL program to serve your Spanish 
speaking community? This webinar 
will assist you with identifying an 
underserved segment of the commu-
nity and developing an outreach 
plan. Register 

Creating the Heart of Campus—
Library Journal September 27, 
3:00pm Eastern—As inspiration for 
creative repurposing or catalyzing 
learning on your campus, you can 
use the 2016 New Landmark Li-
braries to spark your own projects—
from renovations to new builds. 
These libraries give us a glimpse 
into the future of academic libraries 
across campuses large and small. 
The Landmarks, named by a team 
of 6 expert judges from a national 
pool, represent forward-thinking 
libraries that provide data-driven 
research environments, spaces for a 
breadth of scholarly activities to 
take place, and building that beat in 
time to campus life. Register 

40+ New Revenue Sources for 
Libraries and Nonprofits 
eCourse—ALA October 17, continu-
ing for 4 weeks Fee $185.00—You’ll 
learn how to administer and pro-
mote over 40 types of revenue-
generating methods designed to 
help your organization attain a bet-
ter financial position. Instructor Ed 
Rossman will provide you with 
strategies to approach and develop 
prospect revenue-generating 
sources; share valuable tips on how 
to utilize new technologies, such as 
crowdfunding; and provide you with 
an understanding of legalities and 
tax issue concerns, reinforced by 

real-world case studies. Register 

The Scoop on Series Nonfiction: 
More New Titles for Fall 2016—
Booklist October 11, 1:00pm Cen-
tral—Don’t miss this continuation of 
our popular series of webinars on 
series nonfiction for youth featuring 
presentations from three of the top 
publishers in this booming field: Ref-
erence Point Press, Lerner, and 
Teacher Created materials, a division 
of Shell Education. Register 

Making Your Library Work for 
Homeschoolers Workshop—ALA 
November 16, 1:30pm Central Fee 
$65.00—The number of homeschool-
ers in the nation is steadily increas-
ing each year. Families who 
homeschool are often heavy library 
users. In this workshop, you will be 
provided with an overview of ser-
vices, programming, and collection 
development to support homeschool-
ers in your community. You’ll learn 
about tools and resources that you 
need to reach this group of patrons 
and will come away from this work-
shop feeling ready to serve your 
homeschooling communities. Register 

Building Great Programs for Sen-
iors Workshop—ALA November 10, 
1:30pm Central Fee $60.00—By 
building programs that engage and 
attract active seniors to your library, 
you can reinforce your library’s 
status as an important community 
center for residents of all ages. Amy 
Alessio will provide you with several 
programming ideas and tips on how 
to market these programs, so that 
you can build successful programs 
that attract more seniors into your 
library. Register 

https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&partnerref=LJEmailemail1thorndike161004&eventid=1258905&sessionid=1&key=C1C4267D194DAFDC4C34027932026A18&regTag=&sourcepage=register
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCJM23D
http://www.ala.org/pla/onlinelearning/webinars/pla2016rewind/bilingual?utm_source=MemberBlast&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Webinar
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&partnerref=LJEmailemail2LL160927&eventid=1259373&sessionid=1&key=B076B360C6C0B8FB5BCB15738C27EDB7&regTag=&sourcepage=register
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11823&zbrandid=4634&zidType=CH&zid=37894162&zsubscriberId=1054417270&zbdom=http://ala-publishing.informz.net
https://alapublishing.webex.com/mw3100/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=alapublishing&service=6&rnd=0.35591513245857664&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Falapublishing.webex.com%2Fec3100%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b0000000288740fa4a6add86a1a4a211847ee5f9f3931acbab41b5dcffd9fbbe5cb9c43d3%26siteurl%3Dalapublishing%26confViewID%3D3066183103%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAJRAHmi1Uuaied3AdORonPjUnzOYFQHIjZjecZuy7AGiA2%26
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11824&zbrandid=4634&zidType=CH&zid=37959631&zsubscriberId=1026630827&zbdom=http://ala-publishing.informz.net
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=10994&zbrandid=4634&zidType=CH&zid=37935396&zsubscriberId=1026630827&zbdom=http://ala-publishing.informz.net
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2016/09/bookshare-10-million-accessible-book-downloads/
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