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Director’s Articles of
Direction


Cook Public Library



A Mom’s Plea for Library
Books Brought in
15,000—and Transformed Her Small town
(submitted by Becky Norlien, Two Harbors)



People Look to Libraries
to Help Them Decide
What Information to
Trust



Libraries as Hubs for 21st Century Learning



Finalists for 2016 National Book Awards

OverDrive—
Website Changes
Information Submitted by
Chris Magnusson—
OverDrive is getting ready
to launch a new website!
You can go to the website
now and see the new layout
and functionality. Patrons
will be able to get a sneak
peek at the website through
a link on the OverDrive
home page starting October
19. Patrons will automatically be forwarded to the
new site starting in early
Quick Links

 Minnesota Libraries Calendar

 ALS Blog
 ALS Calendar
 Legacy Blog
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ALA Announces 45-115 Federal
Initiative
Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay

American Libraries Magazine (Released 10/4/2016) On October 4, the American Library Association
(ALA) announced the 45115 ALA Federal Initiative
to promote the capacity of
libraries to advance our
nation’s goals to leading
federal policymakers. The
campaign—named after
the next president (our
45th) and the next Congress (our 115th) - will position US libraries and
library professionals as
invaluable team members
in setting federal policy
and moving our nation
forward in the digital age.
Created by ALA President
Julie B. Todaro, the bipartisan effort will build on
ALA Libraries Transform
national campaign focus on
raising public awareness of
library innovation and the

The Internet
Finally Belongs
to Everyone

Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay

Wired by Klint Finley
(Released 10/3/2016) - The
United States no longer
controls the address book
for the Internet. On Saturday, the US government
handed the last vestiges of
control to the Internet Cor-

value of the “expert in the
library.”
“Libraries and library professionals contribute to
our country’s agenda in so
many ways,” Todaro said.
“Every day we provide
opportunities for individuals and communities to
gain the knowledge and
skills to grow and thrive.
We promote innovative
early education; lead
school programs to develop digital literacy; provide access to the latest
research; and offer employment services, entrepreneurship hubs and job
training. In all these
ways, libraries play a key
role in building the economy.

and challenge for policymakers and the more than
57,000 members of the
American Library Association. Not only will we elect
a new president, we could
have a very different Congress in 2017. our new 45115 Initiative is designed
to provide resources and
assistance to presidential
candidates and their respective transition teams
as well as members of Congress and their staff on the
campaign trail as they prepare for the leadership of
our nation. The more we
can get our people, our facilities, and our patrons in
front of policymakers the
easier it is to demonstrate
how strong libraries make
strong communities.”

“The 2016 national election represents an extraordinary opportunity

45-115 is being led by ALA
Past President Courtney
Young with… Article

poration for
Assigned
Names and
Numbers, or
ICANN, an
independent
organization
whose members include
myriad governments and corporations
as well as individual
Internet users. The
nearly-20-year-old
ICANN was already over-

seeing the distribution of Internet
addresses, and now
it officially owns
the Internet Assigned Numbers
Authority, or
IANA, the database
that stores all
Internet domain
names. IANA is what ensures you see the WIRED
website when you type
“www.wired.com” into your
browser. Article
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Kids & Teens
Broadcast

Articles Submitted by MaryLei Barclay

MI Teens Raise Suicide Awareness in Library Project—School
Library Journal by Jennie Willard
(Released 9/30/2016) - On the evening
of August 22, 26 teens gathered on
the front lawn of the downtown
branch of the Farmington (MI) Community Library, armed with spray
paint and acrylic paint, brushes, and
duct tape. Some spray paint ended up
on the grass and people’s fingers, but
most of it was used to decorate and
transform 29 old phones. Put on display at the library and around the
community, these phones became
bright symbols of
communication,
hope—and suicide
prevention awareness. Article

Thinking Outside
Minnesota
Articles submitted by MaryLei Barclay

Niles Public Library [IL] Invites
Kids to be Library President for a
day - Library Journal by Lisa Peet
(Released 10/4/2016) - While library
board members and leaders are usually elected or appointed, one library
district will be awarding its top role
to the young library user who provides the best reasons for wanting to
be library president—for a day, at
any rate. Article
Rebuilding in Malawi—American
Libraries by Paul Hover (Released
Article Submitted
by MaryLei
Barclay
9/23/2016)
- Virginia
Polytechnic
Institute and State University (VT) has
been running student service opportunities to Malawi for several years,
so it was no coincidence the university was one of the first to hear about
the fire. VT’s University Libraries
joined TEAM Malawi when a call for
library expertise went out on social
media. Article

Title

Rutgers University Libraries Pro-
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Lessons Learned from the Michigan ESSA Workshop—Knowledge
Quest by Kathy Lester (Released
10/3/2016) - Sylvia Norton, AASL Executive Director, and Marci Merola,
ALA Director for the Office of Library
Advocacy, came to Michigan on September 17 to lead a workshop on unpacking the school library provisions
of the Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA). Provisions for school librarians are authorized but not required
in the federal legislation. Since every
state is developing individual ESSA
implementation plans, it is very important for each state and school library association to advocate for inclusion of these provisions in their
state. Article
The New ELM Topic Sets—Minitex
by Carla Pfahl (Released 9/27/2016) For many students searching ELM
databases for appropriate content can
be overwhelming and just as confusing as using Google. What is right for
vide Relief for Soaring Textbook Costs—Rutgers Today
(Released 9/30/2016) - Rutgers
University has become the first
of New Jersey’s institutions of
higher education to formally take
action against the rising cost of textbooks by launching the Open and Affordable Textbook Project. The initiative includes a grant program administered by Rutgers University Libraries
that will give incentives to faculty or
department groups that replace a traditional textbook with a free low-cost
or open alternative. This program has
the potential to save students across
the university as much as $500,000
within its first year. Article
Orange County library Station offers vending machine for books
and movies—Daily Tarheel by Molly
Haorak (Released 9/28/2016) - The
Orange County Library Station, a new
machine on the grounds of the Cedar
Grove Community Center, provides a
new way for library card holders to
access books and movies. “Everything
fits on a tray inside and then the tray
gets delivered to the door and you pick
your item out and then the tray goes
back into the machine,” Jill Wagy said,

my topic? How do I find a video that
explains Newton’s Law of Universal
Gravitation? I need to find a counterpoint article on sports-related concussions but don’t know where to
look. ELM Topic Sets introduce K12 students to the rich content in
ELM. The ELM Topic Sets can be
accessed from the Students section
on the ELM portal, from the ELM
Learning Center, or directly at
Topic Sets. Article
Jumpstart Your Library Programming with Early STEM Literacy—MN State Library Services
Play and learn with instructors from
the Science Museum of Minnesota
at a hands-on workshop. Discover
how early literacy and early science
learning are intertwined and deepen
your understanding of early childhood scientific thinking, problem
solving and inquiry. Grand Rapids
Area Library October 25, 9am-1pm.
More Information
the systems manager for the
Orange County Public Library
system. Article
Program explains, demonstrates hearing loops at
library Oct. 11—USA Today
(Released 10/5/2016) - The Fond du
Lac Public Library downtown recently installed hearing loops in
their two largest meeting rooms and
service desks. Hearing loops help
person with hearing aids or cochlear
implants to hear presentations and
conversations more clearly by sending electromagnetic signals to their
listening devices. Article
NY Public Library reopens famous rooms after restoration—
The Washington Post (Released
10/6/2016) - Two majestic interiors
of New York City’s main public library have reopened after more
than two years of repairs and conservation. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held Wednesday for the
library’s massive Rose Main Reading Room and The Bill Blass Public
Catalog Room. A 16½-lb plaster
rosette dropped from the reading
room’s ornate ceiling. Article
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Webinar Control
Center

Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay

How to Deliver Great Library Customer Service—ALA October 13,
1:30pm Central Fee $60.00—
Drawing on 20 year’s experience as a
trainer and coach, Laurie Brown will
show you how to create a welcoming,
friendly experience for patrons, students, and other library users. Satisfied customers mean good vibes, and
happy library users are part of a
strong library. Register
Making in Early Elementary
Grades—Cisco October 20, 1:00pm
Central—Primary-aged children are
natural makers. They couple their
imaginations with the physical and
digital worlds as they poke, prod,
push, pull, pixelate, and produce.
Whether using digital tools, circuits,
robots, or recyclables, many of the
core questions are the same: What is
our role as facilitators of maker mindset and purposeful exploration? How
do we set up spaces that welcome
creative interactions with materials
and peers? In celebration of the
launch of the Makers as Innovators
Junior series for K-2 students,
Cherry Lake Publishing invites you
to engage with these concepts and
build or refine your vision for playful
thinking. Register
Wyoming State Library Training—Calendar
Crime Fiction to Quicken the

APPLY for
Greatness

Articles Submitted by Jim Weikum &
MaryLei Barclay

Small Libraries Create Small
Spaces—ARSL—Applications are
now being accepted for the Small Libraries Create Smart Spaces grant. A
smart space is one that fosters social
connections allowing a community to
discover active learning opportunities

Blood—Cisco
October 25,
1:00pm Central—Feeling a
chill in the air?
Never mind that
sweater—reach for a mystery or
thriller! There’s no better way to
keep warm than by turning the
pages of a pulse-pounding read.
Register now to join Booklist Executive Editor Keir Graff for our everpopular fall mystery webinar, and
listen as representatives from
Houghton, Macmillan, Books on
Tape, Severn House, and Soho preview the hottest crime fiction from
their forthcoming lists.
The Library’s Legal Answers for
Meeting Rooms—ALA October 14,
1:30pm Central—Grounded in expert guidance, the new eBook The
Library’s Legal Answers for Meeting
Rooms and Displays will give you
the knowledge you need to keep
your library out of messy legal problems. In this free webinar, Thomas
A. Lipinski will review the relevant
First Amendment principle that
relate to patron access in the public
library setting. Register
Assessing the Library with Service Design—Library Journal October 20, 3:00pm Eastern—
Librarians are not new to designing
or assessing service, but we tend to
develop each service in isolation
from the other services we offer,
with little to no user input prior to
implementation. Service design allows for a more holistic and systemic look at the various systems
in their library. Fifteen small public
libraries (serving communities with
fewer than 25,000 people) will be
selected to receive instructional and
material support to engage their
communities in a space transformation process that supports active
learning at the library. Learn more
about the grant here. Applications
are due October 21.
Applications now being accepted
for 2017 Will Eisner Graphic
Novel Grants for Libraries—ALA

that make a library function. Assessing services through a systems lens
helps bring the barriers and issues
that users and staff may be confronting to light. Register
NISO Webinar: Internet of
Things—Minitex October 19,
12:00pm Central—As the cost of sensors and the connectivity necessary
to support those sensors has decreased, this has given rise to a network of interconnected devices. This
network is often described as the
Internet of Things and it is providing
a variety of information management
challenges. For the library and publishing communities, the internet of
things presents opportunities and
challenges around data gathering,
organization and processing of the
tremendous amounts of data which
the internet of things is generating.
How will this data be incorporated
into traditional publication, archiving
and resource management systems?
Register
Best Practices for Selecting and
using eLearning Authoring
Tools—RUSA November 15, 2:00pm
Central—Do you create online learning objects for information literacy
instruction? Are you overwhelmed by
the number of available tools out
there and just aren’t sure how to select the best one? This webinar will
help you learn some of the best methods for selecting an eLearning authoring tool that will fit your needs,
and then will provide information on
best practices for using that tool to
create online learning objects.
Register
by Tina Coleman (Released
10/3/2016) - The grants extend
graphic novels into a new realm by
encouraging public awareness about
the rise and importance of graphic
literature and honoring the creative
excellence of Will Eisner. Information about the grant and application
can be found here. Application
deadline is January 20, 2017. The
Will Eisner Graphic Novel Grants
for Libraries awards two grants.
Each recipient will receive a $4,000
program and collection… More info
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Larger Map

MaryLei’s Links That Have No Place To Go



NaNoWriMo



School Library Journal Halloween Pinterest Board



Record’s Top 125 Buildings



Library of Congress Completes Destruction of 70 Million
Works Deemed Culturally Insignificant



Better Internet Access Won’t Pull People Out of Poverty



Name That Novel With Just 3 Words



Charming Paintings of Books and Their Hilarious Forgotten Titles



This is the amazing design for NASA’s Star Trek-style
space ship, the IXS Enterprise (Submitted by Chadd
Niles)

