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Director’s Articles of
Direction


Free Access to the Native
American Collection



Grand Rapids Area Library



MLA 2016 Session: Accepting Passport Applications at Grand Rapids
Public Library



St. Paul students get virtual public library cards



Best Gift Ideas for Your
Reader!

November 14, 2016

Literacy and a Love of Reading Boosted By
European Judges’ eBook Decision

Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay

International Federation of
Library Associations
(IFLA) (Released
11/10/2016) - Libraries
play a crucial role in bringing people to reading.
From children’s books to
the latest thrillers, they
are the safety value in the
copyright system that prevents access to culture being the preserve of the better off. They also provide a
crucial opportunity for
many new writers to find
readers.
As reading habits change,
libraries work to keep up,
in order to continue to play
this vital role. In addition
to countless examples of
innovative new services
and activities, they are
also investing in buying
and lending eBooks. Indeed, it is what our communities demand. As Advocate-General Szpunar

Are Libraries
‘Vanity Projects’?
Quick Links

 Minnesota Libraries Calendar

 ALS Blog
 ALS Calendar
 Legacy Blog
 Digital Public Library

Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay

Inside Higher Ed by Carl
Straumsheim (Released
11/1/2016) - Former Fox
News host Greta Van
Susteren on Monday provoked the ire of academic
librarians after she suggested their institutions
are “vanity projects” and

underlined earlier this
year. “Today in the digital
age, libraries must be able
to continue to fulfill the
task of cultural preservation and dissemination
that they have performed
when books existed only
in a paper form.”
Technology Moves on,
but the Law Has
Lagged Behind

Libraries simply want to be
able to buy and lend
eBooks in a way that works
best for our users. There is
no conclusive evidence that
eLending harms sales, or
leads to other negative outcomes. Indeed, at a time
that eBook sales are stagnating, there is a potential
need to bring more people
into e-reading—libraries
can help.

However, libraries around
the world have long faced
uncertainties and hurdles.
There is often uncertainty
as to which laws apply,
while publishers frequently refuse to sell
eBooks to libraries, or only
do so at inflated prices or
for time-limited periods.
Libraries have done their
best to keep up with the
times, but sadly the law
has not always done the
same.

As libraries and publishers
agreed in a joint statement
for the first International
Day for the Universal Access to Information, we
share the goal of a situation where libraries should
be able to lend out eBooks,
to the benefit of all.

that the services they
provide—from acquiring
scholarly journals and
serving as a starting
point for research to preserving materials and
training faculty members
and students—”are on
our smartphones.”

both at private and public
colleges. In subsequent
tweets, she criticized colleges for building “hugely
expensive new buildings”
and passing the costs on to
students instead of renovating existing ones.

Van Susteren made the
comments at 6:28am in
response to a Yahoo finance article showing
tuition rates increasing

To do this, the right laws
are necessary—leaving
things to the market cannot be an option. IFLA has
therefore closely… Article

Librarians and patrons of
libraries quickly criticized
Van Susteren for her comments. Some pointed to a
report released this fall by
Pew Research… Article
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Kids & Teens
Broadcast

Articles Submitted by MaryLei Barclay

Initiative Transforms Libraries
into early learning Centers for
Families—Herald Review (Released
11/4/2016) - Remember your first library card? For many children, the
library opened up doors to other
worlds and was a haven to study,
learn and explore. And it still is.
While most libraries around the country offer summer reading programs
and story time to engage families, one
organization is encouraging libraries
across the country to do more. The
Family Place Libraries initiative is a
national program that advocates the
idea of the library as a community
center for early childhood and family
development. Article
Play-Doh Launches Mobile App
that Turns Creations into Ani-

Thinking Outside
Minnesota
Articles submitted by MaryLei Barclay

Ukrainian Library Director Goes
On Trial in Moscow—Radio Free
Europe (Released 11/2/2016) - The
trial of the director of Moscow’s
Ukrainian literature Library kicked
off in the Russian capital on November 2. Natalya Sharina pleaded not
guilty to charges of extremism and
embezzlement. Sharina was detained
last October and charged with inciting extremism and ethnic hatred because her library’s collection allegedly
included
Title books by Ukrainian ultranationalist
and author
Dmytro
KorArticle Submitted
by MaryLei
Barclay
chynskiy, whose works are banned in
Russia. Article
Want to Feel Frugal? Check Out
Your Library Receipt—The Wichita
Eagle by Suzanne Perez Tobias
(Released 10/27/2016) - Library books
don’t just expand your mind—they
boost your budget. That’s the message Wichita Library officials are
sending to patrons with a new feature
on check-out receipts that shows the
cost savings of borrowing materials

mated Characters—
Mental Floss by Rudie
Obias (Released
11/3/2016) - Play-Doh
is getting a 21st century update. Hasbro
and Play-Doh recently
launched the Touch
Shape to Life Studio, tech that can
transform real-life creations into interactive animations on your screen,
Gizmodo reports. Here’s how it
works: In a brightly lit room, open
the Play-Doh Touch app on your
iPhone or iPad and scan your creation against a white surface. Once the
image is scanned, you can interact
with the animated Play-Doh creation
to make it run, jump, dive, fly, dance,
and explore different interactive 3D
digital backgrounds, You can also
create characters and objects that
unlock new content and activities
within the app, and even scan nonPlay-Doh creations. Article

instead of buying them. Article
UCLA Humanities Students Rebuild History of African-American
Silent Films—UCLA Newsroom by
Jessica Wolf (Released 10/27/2016) While the #OscarsSoWhite controversy raged over the dearth of people
of color nominated for Academy
Awards this past year, a group of
digital humanities students at UCLA
channeled their frustration into meticulously reconstructing the littleknown history of silent films made for
and by African Americans in the
early 20th century. Article
Harvard Business Review, dropping print issues, is looking for
the best new forms for the magazine online—Nieman Lab by Shan
Wang (Released 10/28/2016) - What
should the experience of a magazine
be when it’s moved online? As the
subscription-based Harvard Business
Review drops from 10 print issues to
6 in 2017, it’s looking for those new
formats through 6 new online series,
each of which will be a multi-day,
multimedia package organized
around a single concept. Article
Mandala comes to Mark Twain

MaryLei’s Links That Have No
Place To Go



Bookmark: As libraries change,
we lose little pieces of history



St. Paul Public Library Resources
on Race



The New York Times Best Illustrated Children’s Books of 2016



Behind the Folds of a Pop-Up
Book



Online bullying may have cost the
comic-book industry its next great
female voice



Watch 52,000 books reshelved in
two minutes at New York Public
library—timelapse video



18th Century Books Stolen in the
Late ‘50s Found in a Locked
Wardrobe

Library—News Times by Katrina
Koerting (Released 11/8/2016) - Over
the next several days, monks from
India will meticulously create an
elaborate and vibrant work of art at
the Mark Twain Library to symbolize
world peace, only to destroy it in the
end. The design, known as a
“mandala,” is an ancient ritual sand
art that reflects one of the most profound tenets in Buddhism—
impermanence. Article
New Rules Prohibit Glasses in
Passport Photos—Chicago Tribune
by Valerie Finholm (Released
11/6/2016) - Before you snap that
passport photo, remove your glasses.
Under new rules that started November 1, the State Department will not
accept passport photos if you are
wearing glasses in them, even if you
normally wear glasses. Article
Artist Plans to Recreate the Parthenon with 100,000 Banned
Books—Mental Floss by Kirstin
Fawcett (Released 11/7/2016) - Conceptual artist Marta Minujin is building a life-size replica of the Parthenon, but she’s using banned books
instead of marble blocks. Article
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Webinar Control
Center

Article Submitted by MaryLei Barclay

Middle Grade Matters—Cisco November 29, 1:00pm Central—The
middle grades are when kids can become most excited about reading.
Join Booklist for a free hour-long webinar with representatives from
Workman, Boyds Mills Press, Simon
& Schuster and National Geographic,
to learn about fiction and nonfiction
books that will grab
your students and put
them on the path to
becoming life-long
readers. Register
Brace Yourself, College is Coming!! Engaging Older
Teens through Test Preparation—
Minitex December 5, 1:00pm Central—Getting high school students
into the library is hard. Engaging

APPLY for
Greatness
Articles Submitted by MaryLei Barclay

ALSC now accepting applications
through Strengthening Communities Through Libraries Minigrants—ALA by Angela Hubbard
(Released 11/8/2016) - The Association for Library Service to Children
(ALSC) is now accepting online applications for the Strengthening Communities Through Libraries Minigrants. These grants are made possible by a generous donation from the

high school students with library
programming is even harder. Learn
how two Scott County Librarians
tapped into the desire of teens (and
their parents!) to do well on the
ACT by developing a free 2.5 hour
class using ELM’s LearningExpress
library and other free resources.
What started as a single program
during Teen Read in October 2015
expanded into 14 more classes with
full or nearly full rosters throughout the school year and following
summer. Register
Adults Just Wanna Have Fun:
Innovative Adult Programming
Ideas for Your Library—Strategic
Library November 15, 1:00pm Central Fee $49.00—Libraries often
promote themselves as centers of
lifelong learning yet standard programs like lectures and book groups
engage only a small portion of the
adults in our communities. Like
young people, adults need creative,
Dollar General Literacy Foundation.
Information
ALSC now accepting applications for 2017 Bookapalooza program—ALA by Courtney Jones
(Released 11/7/2016) - ALSC and the
Grants Administration Committee
are now accepting online applications for the 2017 Bookapalooza Program. This program offers select
libraries a collection of materials to
be used in a way that creatively enhances their library service to children and families. The materials are
primarily for children age birth
through 14. Article

social, hands-on experiences to draw
them in and keep them excited about
learning. Register
Step Away from the Reference
Desk—RUSA December 1, 2:00pm
Central Fee $45.0065.00 depending on
membership—Many
institutions have drastically reduced the presence of librarians at the
reference desk but what
does that really mean for service
quality? Most librarians still take
part in off-desk shifts which essentially replace the reference desk with
their offices. Take a peek into a journey at Oklahoma State University
that began with an idea, followed by
a makeshift reference outpost, and
ended with a robust model of research support activities including
outreach, consultation scheduling,
and embedded hours. Register

ALA Great Stories Club Grant—
ALA Deadline December 30,
2016—ALA’s Public Program’s Office invites libraries to apply for the
Great Stories Club, a reading and
discussion program for underserved
teens featuring books under the
theme “Nature vs. Nurture: Origins
of Teen Violence and Suicide.” The
project is supported with funding
from the National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH). Working
with small groups of 6-10 teens,
grantees will host reading and discussion events for each of three selected book titles. Information.

Info Submitted by Shari Fisher
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